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The Colorado Chapter of the Society of Professional Journalists judged the 2013 contest.

ALL MEDIA

Column Writing or Blog/News – First Place:
“Board Talk,” Teresa Dawson, Environment Hawai’i

Comments: "Exhaustive reporting clearly presented. sometimes excessive length, but comprehensive. Good public service reporting/writing."


Finalists

“Patti Epler columns,” Patti Epler, Civil Beat


Comments: "Ms. Epler de-mystifies journalism for readers, writes about important topics like access to open records and strong shield laws. "

“The State of Aloha,” Ben Lowenthal, Maui News 

Comments: “Nice use of historical perspective. Clear writing style.”

Column Writing or Blog/Features or Sports— First Place:

“Sharing Mana'o,” Kathy Collins, Maui News


Finalists:
“Afterthoughts,” Michael Keany, Honolulu Magazine 

"My Job: Greens Coordinator for Films, Jewelry Takes Her Underwater, ‘Eyes and Ears’ of the Store, Caring for Kahoolawe, Family Tradition of Feather Work," Stacy Yuen, Catherine Toth, Paula Rath, Lehia Apana, Lee Ann Bowman – Hawaii Business

Overall comment: "This category has a broad variety of entries. I think the ""Modern Cowboys"" video might fit better in another place. Very strong column-writing entries. It was tough to decide between No. 1 and No. 2!"

Government Reporting—First Place
“Hawaii Prison Problems,” Keoki Kerr, Hawaii News Now

Comments: "Terrific series of reports, eye openers."


Finalists

“The Agribusiness Development Corporation,” Teresa Dawson, Environment Hawai'i 

Comments: “Impressive continuing coverage of a government body wielding a lot of money but with little oversight and media scrutiny. Great job.” 

“Hawaii's Public Records,” Nathan Eagle, Nick Grube – Civil Beat


Comments: "Great stuff. Journalists need to explain in laymen's terms to readers about public records, and this package does a terrific and compelling job."


Breaking News Reporting—First Place

“Tropical Storm Flossie,” Melissa Tanji, Eileen Chao, Chris Sugidono, Lila Fujimoto – Maui News

Comments: "Comprehensive deadline coverage of a storm, its impact on services, infrastructure, personal stories and emergency preparedness information for readers. Well done."


Finalists

“Plane makes emergency landing,” Chris Sugidono, Brian Perry, Lee Imada – Maui News


Comments: "Excellent footwork in getting to the crash site, sticking with pursuit of survivors and capturing the aircraft's final plunge into the ocean."


“Shark attack,” Chris Sugidono, Melissa Tanji – Maui News


Comments: “Diligent pursuit of a rare rash of shark attacks and in getting firsthand accounts from a tourist's rescuers.” 

Health Reporting— First Place

"The Doctor Is Out, June 2013," David Thompson, Honolulu Magazine

Comments: "A comprehensive and highly readable story about an issue with high public impact. The author explains well the reasons for critical doctor shortages, potential solutions and programs in play."

Finalists
“Dis Enabled,” Rylan Suehisa, Hawaii Business 

“Transformation at Rehab Hospital,” Stacy Yuen, Hawaii Business

Sports Reporting—First Place

"Go Bows--Will We Ever Win Again? September 2013," David Thompson, Lance Tominaga, Dave Choo – Honolulu Magazine

Comments: "This was a great read, a thorough look at the athletic director's efforts to improve a struggling program. The example of the replacement of the light bulbs was classic."


Finalists

“Camacho conquers Kaiwi Channel,” J.R. De Groote, West Hawaii Today


Comments: Hats off to the writer for an in-depth look at the swimmer's accomplishment -- especially after very painful jellyfish stings.


“Farmers facing shortfall,” Robert Collias, Maui News

Comments: "The school sports teams on these islands face unique travel problems, and the writer did a great job telling us about them. "

Arts/Entertainment Writing—First Place

“Na Kumu,” Maureen O’Connell, HAWAI‘I Magazine

Comments: "Wonderful work, fine tributes to artisans who deserve the media coverage. Great photos too. Elegant piece!"
Finalists
“Hula Lives: Fifty Years of Renaissance and Revival through the Merrie Monarch Festival,” Jade Eckardt, Ke‘opulaulani Reelitz – Mana Magazine 

Comments: "Page design and photos strengthen this submission, which starts with solid writing.” 

"The Extra, May 2013," David Thompson, Honolulu Magazine


Comments: “Very nice story about one man's dreams and his willingness to wait for his big break.”


Editorial Opinion—First Place

"After tough start, Rosenthal enters golden chapter of his life," Walter Chihara, Lahaina News


Comments: "A simple but compelling account, plainly and powerfully expressed."

Finalist
“History Repeated,” Ke‘oplaulani Reelitz, Mana Magazine

Editorial Cartoon/Illustration—First Place
“Favorite Perks,” Jon Murakami, Hawaii Business

Comments: “An amusing presentation that enlivens a familiar business ranking. Lots of content in a compact space.”


Finalists

“He Mana Ko Ka Leo,” Jessica Kamaka‘aina Siepp, Mana Magazine 

Comments: "Haunting and well executed, complemented by clever page layout."

“I Feel So Much Safer Now,” John Pritchett, Civil Beat 

Informational Graphic—First Place

“Quality of Life”,” Kristin Lipman, Hawaii Business

Comments: "Pie charts, bar graphs, graphic tid-bits and color visuals that impart a lot of information.Graphics blend with the stories nicely to complete incredibly comprehensive package."


Finalists

“Balancing Act,” Jen Tadaki Catanzariti, Hawaii Business 

Comments: “Clean way to present a lot of info in an easy-to-digest fashion.” 


“The Poop Scoop: What happens after you flush,” Vincent Meadows, Molokai Dispatch 

Comments: "Colorful ‘Flow’ chart tells the story visually."


News Photography/Videography— First Place

“Heavy rains ran like rivers,” Matthew Thayer, Maui News

Comments: "Life and death in the balance. It doesn't get more newsworthy than this well-composed, dramatic photograph."

Finalists


“10 years in fatal crash,” John Burnett, Hawaii Tribune-Herald 

Comments: “Human tragedy and remorse compel viewers to lock onto this excellent photograph of a sentencing and to read the story behind it.”

“Same Sex Marriage Special Session – Jubilation,” PF Bentley, Civil Beat 

Comments: “Foreground and background merge into one powerful photograph capturing one powerful issue in the news.”

Feature Photography/Videography—First Place

“One Last Look: Volcano,” Grant Kaye, HAWAI‘I Magazine

Comments: "Everything works in this photo of the continuing creation of the Earth: beauty, disfigurement, power, light and dark, detail, shape, form, tones, and ultimately, transformation."

Finalists

“Hawaiian Language Immersion Program - Student with Book,” PF Bentley, Civil Beat

Comments: “The composition and great use of depth of field bring this simple photo into powerful three-dimensional life and visual immersion.”


“Fleetwood And Company,” Matthew Thayer, Maui News


Comments: "Lighting, composition, mood, depth of field and low noise make this a concert photo deserving of special recognition."

Sports Photography/Videography—First Place

“Va'a Va'a Va'a Voom!” Kunio Hayashi, Sonny Ganaden, Elyse Butler, Leigh Morrison, Samuel Lee, Hana Hou!

Comments: "A striking composition with all the elements of a first-rate sports photo: action, people, dramatic lighting and rich warm tones."

Finalists

“Lawai‘a,” Sterling Kaya, Mana Magazine

Comments: "A compelling photo in terms of angle, composition, tones and detail."

“Safe Under The Tag,” Matthew Thayer
, Maui News 

Comments: “Exactly what a good baseball photo should be: dramatic and human.”

Photo/Video Essay—First Place

“Women of the Water,” Johann Meya, Janelle Kalawe, Mary Alice Ka‘iulani Milham – Mana Magazine

Comments: "A great story told exceptionally well in high quality, compelling images." 

Finalists

“Hele on to Hamakua,” David Croxford, HAWAI'I Magazine

Comments: “A large variety of excellent images tell the story of an entire region.”

“Hooverball hits Hawaii,” Christine Cabalo, Hawaii Marine

Comments: “The slides deftly edited into a video and the accompanying narration bring visual life and interest to an unusual but entertaining topic.”


Headlines—First Place

“Va'a Va'a Va'a Voom!” Kunio Hayashi, Sonny Ganaden, Elyse Butler, Leigh Morrison, Samuel Lee—Hana Hou!

Comments: "Excellent play on Va'a, canoe, and the topic: Speed."

Finalists

“I Want Candy”/“The Daytrippers”/“Get Baked”/“Big Shrimpin”/“Dry Idea,” Derek Paiva, HAWAI'I Magazine 

Comments: “The Daytrippers”: Perfect headline for a travel story written for locals and visitors with only hours to spare.”

“Prime Example; A Spoonful of Noni; Lost in Translation; Morning Board Meeting; Hawaiian Enough,” Ke‘opulaulani Reelitz, Janelle Kalawe, Malia Ka‘aihue, Mana Magazine 

Comments: “ ‘Lost in Translation’: Captures the controversy over a language immersion program, the goals behind testing, and the students themselves.”

Best Reporting Using Social Media—First Place

“Lucky We Live Hawaii: What Hawaii Can Teach Us About Seizing The Day,” Chloe Fox, HuffPost Hawaii

Comments: "Enjoyable way to cover the beauty of Hawaii, though I was left wondering: why only six photos?"

Special Section—First Place

“Quality of Life,” Steve Petranik, Stacy Yuen, Beverly Creamer, Kristin Lipman—Hawaii Business

Comments: "Stunning use of graphics, photos and well reported stories to create an outstanding public service package."

Finalists

“Merrie Monarch Festival 50th anniversary,” Staff, Hawaii Tribune-Herald


Comments: "Wow. This package is very well designed and obviously comprehensive. While outsiders might not fully understand, they would after reading this special section. It's the ‘spirit and the culture of the Hawaiian people.’”

“Accountable for Results,” Dennis Hollier, Stacy Yuen, Beverly Creamer—Hawaii Business


Comments: "The writing is descriptive: ‘bloated, inefficient and sometimes corrupt ...’ Incredibly comprehensive report. Well-researched and clearly written."
Investigative Reporting—First Place

“Living Hawaii: Why Is the Price of Paradise So High?” Kery Murakami, Nathan Eagle, Adrienne  LaFrance— Civil Beat

Comments: "Amazing series. Good mix of facts, history/context and storytelling. Bonus points for the bar charts on the first story as a way of presenting big data points in a digestible format."

Finalists

“State Hospital Investigation,” Keoki Kerr, Hawaii News Now

Comments: “Fine journalism!”


“GMO Hawaii: A war is waging in the islands,” Tom Callis, Hawaii Tribune-Herald


Comments: "Wide-ranging stories give a very good overview of GMO in the state, with perspective from both sides."


Public Service Reporting—First Place

“In the Name of the Law,” Nick Grube, Patti Epler—Civil Beat

Comments: "A clear winner in a very competitive category. The depth and breadth of this series was impressive ... an extraordinary and chilling investigation into law enforcement misconduct and its ability to operate beyond public scrutiny.”
Finalists

“GMOs and the Hawaiian Community,” Britt Yap, Ke‘opulaulani Reelitz—Mana Magazine

“Hawaiian Education in the DOE,” Kathryn  Wagner, Alyssa Navares, Mary Alice Ka‘iulani Milham, Ke‘opulaulani Reelitz, Janelle Kalawe—Mana Magazine

DAILY NEWSPAPERS

Spot News Reporting—First Place
“10 years in fatal crash,” John Burnett, Hawaii Tribune-Herald
Comments: “Compelling narrative spot reporting of a painful sentencing hearing that deftly  includes key elements of a tragic accident.”


Finalists

“Flossie strikes,” Eileen Chao, Melissa Tanji, Lila Fujimoto, Chris Sugidono—Maui News


Comments: “A comprehensive account of a storm and the damage it inflicted that provides nearly everything a citizen should know -- all done in difficult conditions.” 


“Priest-Crash kills health director,” Chris Sugidono, Maui News

Comments: “Excellent spot reporting on deadline that overcame logistical challenges while taking care to insist that the health director's death had yet to be completely confirmed.”

General News/Enterprise Reporting—First Place

“Pop Warner embezzlement,” John Burnett, Hawaii Tribune-Herald

Finalists

“Food thrown out,”
 Nancy Cook Lauer, West Hawaii Today

“Isle mortgage broker facing court hearing on bankruptcy,” Melissa Tanji, Nanea Kalani—Maui News


Feature Writing/Short Form—First Place

“Making it official,”
Colin Stewart, Hawaii Tribune-Herald

Comments: “Well written story on an issue of high interest.”

 Finalists


“Fixing pools gone amuck,” Carolyn Lucas-Zenk, West Hawaii Today


Comments: “Story brings light to an environmental issue in a community in a compelling manner.”

“Ocean swim part of an active life,” Rich Van Scoy, Maui News 

Comments: “Good human interest story on changing senior adult lifestyles.”

Feature Writing/Long Form—First Place
“'I was supposed to die'” Lila Fujimoto, Maui News

Finalist

"15 years later, man's slaying still unsolved," Brian Perry, Maui News

Feature Page Design—First Place

“Got rocks?” Brenda Jensen, West Hawaii Today

Finalists

“Google: Peering into social mindset,”
Nathan Christophel
, Hawaii Tribune-Herald 

“GMO Hawaii: A war is waging in the islands,” Meg Scarbrough, Hawaii Tribune-Herald


INTERNET

Online News Reporting—First Place

“Diane Lee's Reporting on the Same-Sex-Marriage Special Session,” Diane Lee, Honolulu Magazine

Comments: "I like the presentation as a package, sort of a non-linear way to tell the story. I wish the layout on the landing page had better use of headline font sizes so they'd stand out more. And in the ""man on the street"" interviews, I wish they could have been done in video instead of text, just to underscore this is online journalism. But those are quibbles. Great job done in a different way, on a big news story."

Finalists

“Fo Teach Pidgin o Not Fo Teach Pidgin ? Das Da Question,” Alia Wong, Civil Beat

Comments: "Fascinating topic, though for an outsider, a little long of a package to absorb. But fascinating... and important. Also like the video support materials with the reporter's voiceover, too."

“Learning Hilo,” Alia Wong, PF Bentley—Civil Beat

Comments: "Nice writing, strong individual stories."
Online Feature Reporting—First Place

“Waikiki's Venetian Nightmare: Natural Disasters in Paradise?” Sophie Cocke, Civil Beat

Comments: "Like her Ala Wai Canal package, this is written with crisp prose, solid reporting and obvious depth of knowledge of the topic. She owns this beat. "

Finalists


“Making Waves: Tommy Russo Is 'Fighting for Change' on Maui,” Nathan Eagle, Civil Beat


Comments: “Always good to read about a butt-kicking journalist who loves his community.”


“Bones in Purgatory: 660 Skeletal Remains Languish in Church Basement,” Sophie Cocke, Civil Beat

Comments: "Compelling story. Only nit is wish there could have been a photo of the bones in the basement, though I can guess the church turned it down."
Category comments: "Some fine work! Sort of wish Civil Beat wasn't so dominant, but the quality is there...."

Best Multimedia Presentation—First Place

“Ala Wai Canal: Hawaii's Biggest Mistake?” Sophie Cocke, Joe  Rubin, PF Bentley—Civil Beat

Comments: "Wow, comprehensive and incredibly well-done. Tackles a difficult, dense subject in digestible chunks and organizes the issues well. Also like that you're including links to ‘Ongoing Coverage.’
"

Finalist

“In the Name of the Law,” Staff, Civil Beat

Comments: "Solid reporting, interesting look at how law enforcement is working (or not working). Wish there were more ways to incorporate video, but the infographic is good, and the searchable database is very nice to have."


Best Overall News Site—First Place

Honolulu Civil Beat, Staff, Civil Beat

Comments: “It’s hard to deny CB. Such great deep reporting nicely presented…”

Finalists

“HuffPost Hawaii” Chloe Fox, Gabriela Aoun, Carla Herreria—HuffPost Hawaii 

Comments: General Interest Site. Good reporting though w/o bylines these read a bit anonymous...

“All Hawaii News - Top Hawaii government and political news from all the islands,” Nancy Cook Lauer, All Hawaii News

Best 1-Person Online News Site/1-Person News Blog

“All Hawaii News- Top Hawaii government and political news from all the islands,” Nancy Cook Lauer , All Hawaii  News 

Comments: "This site glows with the passion of its creator. The writing isn't elegant, it's straight-on journalism and unvarnished commentary, and it's alive with the moment and depth of knowledge and love for the state. Awesome, and an example of one future for journalism." 




Best 1-Person Online Features Site/1-Person Features Blog—First Place
"Martin Luther King, Jr. Wearing a Lei in Selma, Alabama (and Other Blogs)," Ray Tsuchiyama, Pacific Visions and Memories

Comments: "Very strong, evocative writing steeped in history. As a reader, I get drawn in and taken to the past in each piece submitted. One nit is not a criticism of the writer, but of the site that publishes him: The photos are dreadfully presented. And in the case of ""Hawaiian Eye,"" someone -- if not the writer, then a producer or even an editor at the paper, should have embedded the TV show's theme, which is easily available on YouTube."


Finalists

“Sugar + Shake: Sweets, Savories, Sips & More,” Dawn Sakamoto Paiva, Sugar + Shake
Comments: "Nice, very good foodie blog with a strong local base."

“Social Encore,” Jermel-Lynn Quillopo, www.honolulupulse.com

Comments: "Her writing can be a little rough, but her passion and love for her home state is obvious. Like the photos too." 

MAGAZINES

Business Reporting—First Place

“Twins?” Dennis Hollier, Hawaii Business

Comments: “This crammed an easy-to-understand semester's worth of information about how banks invest and make money into one story. Comparing the practices of these two banks was a public service.”


Finalists



“Million Dollar Microbes,” Dennis Hollier, Hawaii Business 

Comments: "A terrific examination and clear explanation of how much a research center can mean to a college or university. Plus, the story provided many meaningful examples of how this all works."


“Parking In Paradise,” Michael Keany, Matt Kain—Honolulu Magazine

Comments: "My kingdom for a parking space ... a well-done examination of what's behind the high prices and aggravation, plus interesting side notes, such as the Hall of Shame. "

Category comments: "This was a tough category to judge. All six entries stood out: interesting topics, strong research and most of all, these subjects affect readers."

Industry or Trade Reporting—First Place

“The Everything Guide to Ahi,” Martha Cheng, Mari Taketa, Tiffany Hill, Katrina Valcourt—Honolulu Magazine

Comments: "A lively, detailed, colorful biography of an iconic fish, bolstered by dazzling art and design. The best of a highly competitive category."

Finalists


“Biofuel Industry on the Big Island,” Patricia Tummons, Environment Hawai'i 

Comments: "Tales about things going wrong are hard to tell, but can be compelling when relayed with as much intelligence and detail as this entry."

“GMOs and the Hawaiian Community,”
 Britt Yap, Mana Magazine 

Comments: “An insightful examination of an important issue.”


Profile—First Place

“Flight Instructor,” Kunio Hayashi, Sonny Ganaden, Greg Vaughn, Leigh Morrison, Samuel Lee--Hana Hou!

Comments: "Great writing, pictures and layout! Love it!"

Finalists

“The Fighter,” Kunio Hayashi, Aaron Kandell, Dana Edmunds, Leigh Morrison, Samuel Lee—Hana Hou!

Comments: “Tightly written. Very nice package.”


“Can Ben Jay Save UH Sports?” David Thompson, Honolulu Magazine


Comments: “Very strong package. It was hard to choose between this and the other winners.”

Category comments: "Very impressive entries in this category. I'd like to give an honorable mention to CEO of the Year: Stanley Kuriyama. Lots of hard work went into that piece"

Feature Writing/Short Form—First Place

“Ode to Red Cinder Road,” Derek Paiva, HAWAI‘I Magazine

Finalists


“Into The Black,” Kunio Hayashi, Hunter Haskins, Leigh Morrison, Samuel Lee—Hana Hou!

“Field Notes: God Wants You to Be a Millionaire,” David Thompson, Honolulu Magazine


Feature Writing/Long Form—First Place

“From Souvenirs to Saks: The Rise, Fall and Rebirth of the International Marketplace,” David Thompson, Honolulu Magazine

Comments: "Comprehensive, well researched, interesting sources and well written. A worthy tribute an icon of the past."

Finalists


“Go Fish!” Kunio Hayashi, Michael Shapiro, Monte Costa, Leigh Morrison, Samuel Lee—Hana Hou!

Comments: “Intriguing slice of life in a remote and romantic place with unusual characters well described. Conveys sense of place and lostness.”

“Georgia & Ansel in Hawai‘i” Maureen O’Connell, HAWAI'I Magazine


Comments: "Elegant story benefits from tight focus and generous display of artwork, deep research, as well as local connection."


Page Design—First Place

“75 Places to Eat Like A Local,” Cody Kawamoto, HAWAI‘I Magazine

Comments: "Clean, professional, clear. Something I'd want to keep on hand for reference. Nice use of complementary fonts and colors."

Finalists

“Eddie Went,” Janelle Kalawe
, Mana Magazine 

Comments: “Very clever design. Good mix of design elements yet the package maintains a cohesive feel.”


“Boom!”
Mary Pigao, Hawaii Business 

Comments: “Layout really grabs the reader's attention. Nice use of white space.”

Category comments: “Some excellent entries in this category.”

Magazine Cover—First Place

“HONOLULU Magazine, April 2013,” Erik Ries, Honolulu Magazine

Finalists

“Kaho‘olawe: Kanaloa Rising” Janelle Kalawe, Olivier Koning, Ke‘opulaulani Reelitz—Mana Magazine 

“Huakai: Fall 2013” Cody Kawamoto, HAWAI'I Magazine


NEWSPAPERS

Business Reporting—First Place

“Isle mortgage broker facing court hearing on bankruptcy,” Nanea  Kalani, Melissa Tanji—Maui News

Comments: “Nanea Kalani does a service by shedding light on the shady dealings of mortgage brokers.”

Finalists

“Out of its shell,” Colin Stewart, Hawaii Tribune-Herald 

Comments: “A clearly-told look at a budding industry.”


“Kona Village laying off last workers,” Erin Miller, West Hawaii Today


News Page Design—First Place

“Design: Snow and Ironman preview,”
Joseph Mountain, West Hawaii Today

Comments: "Nice use of photo with banner. Good headline with color splash ‘m’ in middle.”

Finalists


“Ka Molokai Makahiki 2013,”
Laura Pilz, Molokai Dispatch 

Comments: "Colorful page with a lot going on, but not too busy to confuse reader. Liked the text flow on top of photo cutout."

“GMO Hawaii: A war is waging in the islands,” Meg Scarbrough, Hawaii Tribune-Herald 

Comments: "Good blend of stories graphics and pictures. Layout pretty conventional, but effective."


NONDAILY NEWSPAPERS

General News/Enterprise Reporting—First Place

“Energy on Molokai,” Catherine Cluett, Molokai Dispatch

Comments: “Nice job balancing the different perspectives on this story. Lots of potential impact on the local community.”

Finalist

“K-Bay Marine linguist named best in DoD,” Christine Cabalo, Hawaii Marine


Comments: “Many people may not know about this award; it is good to let locals know one of their own received it.”


Feature Writing--First Place

“K-Bay Marines reap benefits from acupuncture in pinpoint solution,” Christine Cabalo, Hawaii Marine

Comments: “Intriguing story on use of alternative medicine for soldiers.”

Finalist


“Island Legend: Paniolo Jimmy Duvauchelle,” Catherine Cluett, Molokai Dispatch 

Community Reporting—First Place

“Does the state's new $7 million seawall at Ukumehame work?” Louise Rockett, Lahaina News

Comments: "A terrific investigation into whether an expensive highway project is really working, or whether it's creating a potential public safety hazard. Good local color and anecdotes."


Finalists

“The Poop Scoop: What happens after you flush,” Jessica Ahles, Molokai Dispatch 

“Ready to launch: Marine aids Kalaheo High School robotics team,” Christine Cabalo, Hawaii Marine 

RADIO

General News/Enterprise Reporting—First Place

“'Linsanity' Details Rise of Asian-American Basketball Star,”
 Heidi Chang, Faith Lapidus— Voice of America

Comments: "An important story about the challenges Jeremy Lin has faced, told in a very conversational way.

Finalist


“Special Legislative Session (Marriage Equality)” Wayne Yoshioka, Hawaii Public Radio

Feature Reporting—First Place

“Plugged In on the Streets,” Molly Solomon, Hawaii Public Radio

Comments: “Compelling exploration of homelessness from a unique perspective.”

Finalists

“Growing a New Crop of Young Farmers,” Molly Solomon, Hawaii Public Radio


Comments: “Insightful exploration of evolution in agriculture.”


“'If It Swings': An Asian-American Jazzman's Pioneering Career,” Heidi Chang, National Public Radio

Comments: “Well-written story on intercultural jazz movement.”

Student

Student News Reporting in Any Media—First Place

“My Wish is to Create a Business,” Ashley Shaffer
, Hawaii Business

Comments: "Strong, nice presentation too."

Finalist

“Yelp Me,” Ashley Shaffer, Hawaii Business


Comments: “Pretty interesting story on a topic that young people would be interested in.”


Student Feature Reporting in Any Media—First Place

“How I Learned to Love to Weed,” Ava Rose Prince, Environment Hawai‘i

Comments: "Wow, a high school student! Very impressive..."


Finalists

“Startup in a Cup,” Ashley Shaffer, Hawaii Business 

Comments: "Cool story, nice writing and layout."

“Boom!”
Ashley Shaffer , Hawaii Business


Comments: “Solid look at the gun issue in Hawai'i. Good photos too.”

TELEVISION

Government Reporting—First Place

“PRISON GUARD SICK DAYS”
Keoki Kerr, Darin Akita—Hawaii News Now

Comments: "An astonishing analysis of the high percentage -- nearly 50% -- of prison guards calling in sick on  Super Bowl Sunday, during March madness and a parade day for a local football player. Great explanation of the impact on coworkers and why it's so easy to call in sick."


Finalist

“Empty City Parking Garage,” Keoki Kerr, Hawaii News Now






Business Reporting—First Place

“Business booming on Lanai with new billionaire owner,” Keoki  Kerr, George Hurd, Mahealani Kahoano—Hawaii News Now

Comments: "A fine report on the changes that are coming to the traditionally closed, remote island of Lanai."

Finalist

“HE>I” Marisa Yamane, Travis Nishida—KHON2


General News/Enterprise Reporting—First Place

“Empty New City Parking Garage,” Keoki Kerr, Hawaii News Now

Comments: "This story, about a new parking garage sitting nearly empty while city workers scramble for parking elsewhere, is perfect for television. Very nicely done."

Feature Reporting—First Place

“Hawaii’s only elevator operator hopes to lift the spirit of others,” Olena Heu, KHON2

Comments: “Interesting human interest feature with vintage slant.”

Finalists

“Modern Cowboys,” Diane Ako, Tracy Arakaki—smalltalk.staradvertiserblogs.com

Comments: “Clever exploration of changing culture.”

“What a catch! Man reels in 759 lb. marlin off Kewalo Basin” Kristine Uyeno, KHON2

Comments: “Creative story on catching the big one.”

Spot News Reporting—First Place

“Haleiwa Fire,” Marisa Yamane, Taires Hiranaka, KHON2

Comments: "Vivid coverage of a wildfire threatening homes, seen through the eyes of worried residents. "

Finalist


“Palolo Hikers Rescued,” Marisa Yamane, Taires Hiranaka—KHON2

Investigative Reporting—First Place

“State Hospital Investigation,” Keoki Kerr, Darin  Akita, Mahealani Kahoano—Hawaii News Now

Comments: "This really is a terrific report.(Previous comments on the series from the other category.)"

Finalists


“Growing tab for UH head-hunts amid budget crunch,” Gina Mangieri, Greg Lau—KHON2

Comments: “Good story. A visual approach might be helpful -- even a chart that shows actual revenue numbers instead of just saying the amounts swing wildly.”

“Careless disposal puts personal info at risk,” Gina Mangieri, Greg Lau—KHON2
Comments: “Good deeper research showing the cost of a variety of personnel searches at UH.”


Videography—First Place

“Modern Cowboys,” Tracy  Arakaki, Diane Ako—smalltalk.staradvertiserblogs.com

Comments: "Strong, lively video work and narration, good storytelling. This story works better as a video package than text with stills."

Series Reporting/Documentary/Special News—First Place

“Hokule'a: Her Farthest Journey,” Kathy Muneno
, KHON2
Finalist

“Mysterious urn found on the beach,” Reid Shimizu, Tammy  Mori, Ron Mizutani, KHON2
THANK YOU TO THE JUDGES OF THE TOP OF THE ROCKIES CONTEST. YOU HELPED MAKE THIS CONTEST POSSIBLE.
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